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Avidya and how they can attain immortality through Vidya.
Avidya mrithyum theertwa, vidyaya, amrithamasnuthae. In this
temple, there is a shrine of Pathala Vinayaka. One has to
get down a flight of steps to reach the utter dark shrine.
There sits the dispenser of all Vidyas, Sri Vighneswara, after
whose darshan, he is elevated to higher regions and enters
broad day light as if his soul is transcending from the dark
chamber of ignorance and mortality to the enlightened
regions of immortality. The seekers of worldly pleasures
and material benefits through their awdya will be in eternal
darkness while those seeking Adhyatma Vidya will be
redeemed from the cycle of births and deaths. They will
cross the portals of death and become one with the Eternal.
The strongest basis for considering that the tenets of
the Upanishad have been adequately expressed in this
Kshetra is provided by the arrangements in the Sanctum
Sanctorum. The fifteenth verse reads:
Hiranmayena patrena satyasyapihitam mukham
tathvam Pusannapavrinu satya dharmaya dhristaye.
The face of Truth is covered by a golden disc; Oh Sun!
set aside the covering for me, so that I, devoted to truth,
may behold it. This mantra has been skillfully adopted in
word and spirit by placing a full sized golden screen called
the navagraha kavacha to veil the Linga. A few yards before
the Linga and facing it is an idol of Surya Bhagawan, whom
we invoke to remove the golden veil, the glittering
fascinations of the world, so that the face of Truth (Eswara)
can be seen. All that glitters is not gold. Unless this kavacha
is removed aside, we cannot have the darshan of the real
swaroopa of the Linga, To obtain Atmadarshan, one should
be able to see beyond the dazzling objects of material wealth
that envelope it; and only an earnest adherent of Truth can
have this darshan by the grace of Sun God.
Consequently, the sixteenth verse beginning with
Pushan says,